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Welcome to Your Voice, Your Choice
Hi, and welcome to the Your 
Voice, Your Choice monthly 
newsletter from The Disability 
Trust. 

This month is the second month 
of our new format and we are 
making improvements all the 
time. if you have any feedback let 
us know at info@disabilitytrust.
org.au.

This month, as well as our usual 
monthly update on the latest 
for the NDIS, we look at how 

designing for people with a 
disability is giving Google the 
edge over their competitors, we 
cover the heart-warming story 
of a young girl with a prosthetic 
limb getting a doll also with a 
prosthetic limb for her birthday, 
we look at the charlatans who 
peddle ‘cures’ for Autism, and we 
callout form nominations for the 
National Disability Awards.

“Your Voice, Your Choice” aims 
to provide the questions, and 
hopefully most of the answers, 

that will keep you informed and 
able to use your voice to achieve 
your choice.

If there is a topic, issue, 
program, funding, article, event, 
or anything for people with 
disabilities, their families and 
carers, and people working in 
the sector, that we should know 
about, then contact us at info@
disabilitytrust.org.au.

Editor: Sean O’Neill
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Google’s Eve Andersson explains 
how today’s accessibility 
problems could lead to 
improvements in robots, Google 
Maps, and even YouTube.

“Accessibility is a basic human 
right,” Eve Andersson tells me, 
sitting on a lawn at the Shoreline 
Amphitheater during this year’s 
Google I/0 developer conference. 
“It benefits everyone.”

Soft spoken and ginger-haired, 
Andersson is the head of 
Google’s accessibility efforts—the 
gaggle of services that Google 
bakes into its products to allow 
them to be just as usable by 
people with disabilities as they 
are by the general public. Under 
Andersson’s leadership, Google 
has made Android completely 
usable by voice, teamed up with 
outside vendors to give Android 
eye-tracking capabilities, and 
launched the Google Impact 
Challenge, a $20 million fund to 
generate ideas on how to make 
the world more accessible to 
the billion-odd individuals in the 
world living with disabilities.

According to Andersson, 
accessibility is part of Google’s 
core mission to catalog the 
world’s information and make 
it available to everyone. As 
you speak to her, a point she 
hammers home over and over 
again is that inclusive design 

means more than just hacking 
an app or product so that people 
with disabilities can use it. It’s 
something that benefits literally 
everyone.

I ask Andersson for an example. 
We’re sitting on the grass in a 
sunny spot, so she pulls out her 
phone, and shows me an app. 
Even though the sun is shining 
directly overhead, I can still read 
the screen. “This is an app that 
follows Android’s accessibility 
guidelines for contrast,” she 
says. And while those guidelines 
were established to help those 
with limited vision see what’s 
on their screen more easily, it 
has a trickle-down effect to 
everyone who wants to use their 
smartphone in the sun.

In a way, Andersson argues, 
the accessibility problems of 
today are the mainstream 
breakthroughs of tomorrow. 
Autocomplete and voice control 
are two technologies we take 
for granted now that started 
as features aimed at helping 
disabled users use computers, 
for example. So what are the 
accessibility problems Google 
has its eyes on now, and what 
mainstream breakthroughs could 
they lead to tomorrow?

Like Microsoft, which recently 
announced a computer vision-
based accessibility project called 
Seeing AI, Google’s interested in 
how to convey visual information 
to blind users through computer 
vision and natural language 
processing. And like Microsoft, 
Google is dealing with the 
same problems: How do you 
communicate that information 
without just reading out loud an 
endless stream-of-conscious list 
of what a computer sees around 
itself—regardless of how trivial 
they may or may not be?

Thanks to Knowledge Graph 

and machine learning—the same 
principles that Google uses to 
let you search photos by content 
(like photos of dogs, or photos of 
people hugging)—Andersson tells 
me that Google is already good 
enough at identifying objects 
to decode them from a video 
stream in real time. So a blind 
user wearing a Google Glass-like 
wearable, or a body cam hooked 
up to a smartphone, could get 
real-world updates on what can 
be seen around them.

Our brains have a subconscious 
filter, prioritizing what we notice 
from the infinitely larger pool of 
what we see.

But again, the big accessibility 
problem that needs to be solved 
here is one of priority. How 
does a computer decide what’s 
important? We’re constantly 
seeing all sorts of objects we’re 
not consciously aware of until 
some switch flips in our heads 
that tells us they’re important. 
We might not notice the traffic 
driving by until one of those 
cars jumps the curb and starts 
speeding toward us, or we might 
not notice any of the faces of the 
people in a crowd except that of 
a close friend’s. In other words, 
our brains have a subconscious 
filter, prioritizing what we notice 
from the infinitely larger pool of 
what we see.

Right now, “no one has solved 
the importance problem,” 
Andersson says. To solve it 
means figuring out a way to 
teach computers to not only 
recognize objects but to prioritize 
them according to rules about 
safety, motion, and even user 
preferences. 

For the rest of this excellent 
article go to www.fastcodesign.
com/3060090/how-designing-
for-the-disabled-is-giving-
google-an-edge.

How Designing for people with 
disabilities is Giving Google An Edge

Google’s Eve Andersson explains how today’s accessibility problems could lead to 
improvements in robots, Google Maps, and even YouTube.

Eve Anderson from Google.
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Doll with prosthetic limb moves 
girl to tears

Courtney Fletcher Bennett posted 
a video on her Facebook page 
of her daughter receiving an 
American Girl doll as a gift. The 
video had been viewed over 33 
million times since it went online 
on June 6.

But this wasn’t any ordinary doll. 
Bennett’s daughter, Emma, has 
a prosthetic leg. And with the 
help of A Step Ahead Prosthetics, 
she got a doll just like her. The 
company doesn’t have a business 
in doll prosthetics, but it and 
Emma’s parents went above and 
beyond to bring a smile to her 
face.

“You’ve got to be kidding me,” 
Emma said as she opened the 
box, which was adorably delivered 
by her little sister. “It has a leg 
like me!”

Her mother then read a letter 
about the doll’s journey. She and 
her husband had the doll shipped 
to the New York-based company 
and had it fitted with a tiny 
prosthetic -- in Emma’s favourite 
colour, pink.

“After a few weeks of training, 
she is ready to go home and lead 
a life without limitations with 

you,” Courtney Bennett reads 
from the letter.

Emma, in tears, hugs her special 
new toy and exclaims, “Thank you 
for making a doll like me!”

To see the heart-warming 
video go to www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wo22zfpuQxk. It is one 
of the most powerful videos you 
will see this year.

SOCIAL SECURITY AND WELFARE: THE 
ELECTION DEBATE WE NEED TO HAVE

It is the $152 billion elephant in 
the room. It accounts for about 
35 per cent of total government 
spending. And it affects – in one 
way or another – most Australian 
adults’ lives. But beyond childcare 
policy, where is the discussion and 
debate about the Australian social 
welfare system in the election 
campaign?

In many ways, the debate about 
welfare has already been framed 
by the primacy of economic issues, 
and in particular whether either 
major party has a credible plan 
to return the budget to surplus. 
That’s a shame, because there 
are many pressing issues in social 
policy that require a broader view 
than just looking at them through 
the narrow focus of a financial 
lens, particularly one focused on 
the short term.

Spending on social security and 
welfare is the largest item in 
the federal budget, so it is not 
surprising that it is an important 
issue for governments concerned 
with cutting expenditure as the 
path to balancing the budget.

Despite this, spending on social 
security in Australia is actually low 
by international standards. The 
main reason why our spending 
is low is that we have the most 
targeted welfare system in the 
OECD. More than 80 per cent of 
our social security payments goes 
to people in the bottom half of the 
income distribution; this compares 
to less than 60 per cent in the 
United States and less than half in 
Japan, and even less than this in 
most European countries.

The extremely targeted nature of 
our social security spending is also 

one of the main reasons why the 
level of government spending in 
Australia is the third lowest in the 
OECLooking forwards, the latest 
budget projects that spending 
on social security and welfare 
will increase from $152 billion to 
$190 billion, or from 9.3 per cent 
to 9.6 per cent of GDP by 2019-
20. Spending on people with a 
disability is projected to rise by 
about 1 per cent of GDP. This is 
virtually all due to the roll-out of 
the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme, a policy supported by all 
sides of politics.

For the rest of this articele go 
to www.smh.com.au/comment/
social-security-and-welfare-the-
election-debate-we-need-to-
have-20160607-gpd832.html.

BRUTAL AD HITS 
DONALD TRUMP FOR 
MOCKING REPORTER 

WITH DISABILITY

An American super PAC (political 
action committee) supporting 
Democrat Hillary Clinton launched 
an ad that delivers a devastating 
critique of Donald Trump over 
his mocking of a reporter with a 
disability last year.

In the 60-second spot, titled 
“Grace,” Columbus, Ohio, parents 
fondly speak about their young 
daughter, who was born with 
spina bifida. They then recount 
their horror after seeing the 
presumptive GOP nominee mock 
New York Times reporter Serge 
Kovaleski, whose arthrogryposis 
impairs his arm movements. 

“The children at Grace’s school 
all know never to mock her. And 
so for an adult to mock someone 
with a disability is shocking,” the 
mother says in the ad.

See the ad at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=9QUYQUd0Qh8.



Autism: Parents targeted by pseudo-medical charlatans

PARENTS of autistic children are 
spending millions of dollars a year 
on bogus treatments in the hope 
of a miracle “cure”.

Now there are fears the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme will 
be ripped off by these charlatans, 
who are ¬already preying on 
desperate parents.

Diane Verstappen from Aspire 
Early Intervention, an evidence-
based program, said parents with 
self-managed funds from the 
NDIS would be a prime target.

Under the NDIS, parents put in 
a three-month treatment plan, 
which must be approved before 
money is released, and they have 
to supply results before more 
money is forthcoming.

However, some parents will be 
tempted to throw away that plan 
and waste the NDIS money on 
“cures”, putting at risk the future 
funding for their autistic children.

And then there are those who 
will follow the NDIS program but 
become tempted to spend their 
own money on the quacks.

“Acupuncture, naturopathy, 
biomedical doctors, vitamin 
supplements, osteopathy, you 
name it, people will try it,” Ms 
Verstappen said.

“I think it will be a massive rip-
off.”

Experts warn that charlatans 
can be very convincing and are 
already gearing up to help gullible 
parents game the system.

Nicole Rogerson, the CEO of 
Autism Awareness, runs the Lizard 
Centre, an early intervention 
service offering applied behaviour 
analysis, a scientifically proven 

effective treatment.

Ms Rogerson set up the 
centre in 2002 after 
travelling the well-worn path 
of miracle cures with her now 
20-year-old son.

 “You’re so vulnerable to 
quack therapies. I did some 
weird and wacky stuff, but 
you’d do a deal with the devil 

if you thought it would help your 
child,” she said.

She tried auditory integration 
therapy twice.

“I spent $8000 because I read it 
only worked if you did it twice,” 
Ms Rogerson said.

She knows all the options being 
peddled because parents at her 
centre are still trying everything.

“The hyperbaric chamber, 
chelation, which is actually 
dangerous, connection therapy, 
dietary interventions, mud baths, 
vitamin regimes ... but not only 
are these options a waste of 
money, they’re also a waste of 
time spent away 
from therapies that 
can help,” she said.

Ms Rogerson hopes 
the NDIS will 
implement checks 
and balances.

“They have to 
make sure they 
put fences around 
it and make sure 
parents are not 
being exploited 
by therapies not 
supported by 
evidence.”

Charmaine Fraser 
jokes she could 
write a book called 
“20 million 

ways to cure your child’s autism 
and still end up with a child with 
autism”.

Since her son Jack was diagnosed 
aged two, she, like many parents, 
embarked on finding a cure, only 
to be poorer for the search.

“You do have to be able to 
justify what you spend it on 
(NDIS funding) but there is a lot 
of potential for people to be led 
astray,” Mrs Fraser said.

“They are all expensive but there 
is no cure. I think a lot of people 
prey on that vulnerability. The 
reality is that people want a 
miracle cure and when I look back 
I -acknowledge I was in grief, it 
was denial, but I’ve got nothing to 
lose except time and money, of 
course.”

Holly Hughes, whose seven-year-
old son Freddy has autism, said 
“a cottage industry has sprung up 
around autism. It drives me crazy, 
but parents need to be told what 
is evidence-based. We pay a lot 
of money to people who don’t 
produce results.”



The National Disability 
Advocacy Program (NDAP) 
provides people with disability 
access to effective advocacy 
that promotes, protects and 
ensures their full and equal 
enjoyment of all human 
rights. The Department 
is currently reviewing the 
NDAP as part of an on-going, 
continuous improvement and 
reform process that will result 
in a new NDAP that will 
deliver services to an optimal 
standard and provide the best 
outcomes for those who need 
it most.

Feedback from the review, 
together with insights 
from recent NDIS and 
Department of Social Services 
consultations, will be used to 
develop the new NDAP. The 
new programme will ensure 
greater consistency across 
advocacy programmes and 
ensure the rights of people 
with disability are upheld.

The deadline for submissions 
has been extended to 21 
June. For more information 
go to www.engage.dss.gov.au/
national-disability-advocacy-
program. 

National Disability 
Advocacy Program 

Review Consultation

SPEEDWAY DRIVER LUKE WATT
Luke Watt was born with a 
congenital disorder known as 
sacral agenesis, which means his 
lower spine and legs are not fully 
formed.

The 22-year-old has spent his 
entire life in a wheelchair, but 
credits his parents for teaching 
him to never feel hindered by his 
disability.

“I was brought up to believe that I 
could do whatever I wanted but it 
was just going to be different,” he 
said.

“There have been some challenges 
along the way… like running.”

As a child, Mr Watt attended his 
first speedway race meet in the 
northern New South Wales city of 
Lismore.

“Me and my dad loved watching 
the races and, as a kid, I loved all 
the mud,” he said.

“And eventually I thought I’d like 
to give it a go.”

Mr Watt’s dad customised a 
used vehicle for his son, with a 
hand-operated brake, clutch and 
accelerator.

He began practising in a paddock 
at their Pimlico home before 
attempting to enter an official 
speedway race.

However, administrators 
threatened to stop him.

“Speedway Australia didn’t want 
to put in the insurance for me to 
have a licence,” he said.

“They said I wouldn’t be able to 
get out of the car fast enough if 
there was an accident.”

Mr Watt was determined to prove 
them wrong and made a video of 
himself in action, including footage 
that showed him hastily entering 
and exiting a vehicle through a 
window.

For the rest of the article go to 
www.abc.net.au/news/2016-
05-16/luke-watt-speedway-
driver/7415738. 

Taxi subsidy for disabled 
increased after 16-years

For 16 years, the state 
government subsidy for taxi fares 
has remained unchanged at $30, 
failing to keep up with the rising 
cost of taxi journeys in Sydney’s 
congested traffic. 

But from July 1, after a sustained 
campaign by disability advocates, 
the Baird government will 
double the subsidy to $60.

Mr Tonga, who became a 
tetraplegic eight years ago in 
a rugby training accident, is 
already planning a dramatic 
expansion of his workload.

“Five state governments have 
gone past this and not made any 
adjustment. It is well overdue 
and we are pleased,” he said.

Disability, sex and 
relationships: sex workers

The website Disability Horizons has 
a number of articles on Relationships 
and Sex for people with disabilities. 
One of their recent series of articles 
is by agony aunt Tuppy, who runs 
Outsiders, a private club for people 
with a disability looking for a 
relationship. Most recently Tuppy 
talked about getting access to sex 
workers. For more go to www.
disabilityhorizons.com/category/
relationships-and-sex.

This is a practical resource for 
organisational support that is 
free from the Media Access 
Australia website. The guide 
focuses on how the needs of 
people with cognitive disabilities 
can be addressed by following 
web-based accessibility standards 
and ensuring accessibility in 
digital communications. Get a 
copy at www.mediaaccess.org.
au/digitalaccessibilityservices/
cognitiveguide. 

Cognitive Disability 
Digital Access Guide

Robotic arm that could give amputees the 
sensation of touch being tested in Melbourne

A robotic arm that could result in 
amputees regaining their sense of 
touch and increased movement 
is the latest breakthrough for 
Melbourne researchers trying to 
develop prosthetic limbs that work 
“like normal”.

The joint-project between St 
Vincent’s Hospital’s Aikenhead 
Centre for Medical Discovery and 
Melbourne University is looking at 

the way the arm and brain signals 
communicate.

They have been able to send brain 
signals to the robotic arm, but now 
are looking at how to return those 
signals to give the sensation of 
touch.

For more go to www.abc.net.au/
news/2016-05-28/robotic-arm-
that-sends-receives-brain-signals-
tested-st-vincents/7455874.



Cage inquiry reforms overwhelm Education Directorate
The roll-out of reforms to schools 
prompted by the autism cage 
scandal has hit bureaucratic 
snags within the ACT Education 
Directorate – including timelines 
not being met, meetings not being 
attended, expertise not being 
available and information being 
double-handled.

ACT Education Minister Shane 
Rattenbury will publicly release 
the Schools for All oversight 
report on Friday, saying it was 
important schools and authorities 
were accountable for progress 
towards safe and inclusive learning 
environments for all children.

He said the issues had been 
identified very early on – within 
the first three months of a three-
year process and he was confident 
they would be addressed.

“So much is at stake with the 
implementation of Schools for All 
that we must get it right – we 
must look at it warts and all and 
be self-critical.”

The ACT government agreed to 
all 50 recommendations arising 
from Emeritus Professor Tony 
Shaddock’s independent review 
into students with complex needs 
and challenging behaviours.

The review was sparked by 
national outrage after a Canberra 
school erected a cage for a 
10-year-old boy with autism.

The first report on progress 
shows the Education Directorate 
had completed two of the 50 
recommendations while Catholic 
Education and independent 
schools have yet to sign off on 
any.

For the rest of the article go to 
www.canberratimes.com.au/
act-news/cage-inquiry-reforms-
overwhelm-education-directorate-
20160602-gpa31q.html. 

2016 FEDERAL 
ELECTION VOTING 

KIT
Advocacy for Inclusion in ACT 
has updated their Plain English 
voting kit for the 2016 Federal 
Election. The Voting kit has 
information to help people 
with the voting work out which 
issues are important to them 
and who they would like to 
vote for. The kit includes

• 1 - What is Important to you?

• 2 - Who can you vote for?

• 3 - Deciding who to vote for

• 4 - Go and Vote  

You can find the kit at www.
advocacyforinclusion.org/index.
php/resources/voting-kit.

Order in the court with help
The Criminal Justice Support 
Network (CJSN) provides support 
to people with intellectual 
disabilities who are in contact 
with the criminal justice system.

THE Magistrate sits behind 
an imposing bench. Lawyers 
talk in their own mysterious 
language. Officials in uniforms 
are everywhere. It’s daunting for 
anyone, but for a person with an 
intellectual disability, the process 
can be completely overwhelming 
and confusing.

The Criminal Justice Support 
Network (CJSN) is a service 
of the Intellectual Disabilities 
Rights Service, providing state-
wide support to people with 
intellectual disabilities who are in 
contact with the criminal justice 
system 365 days from 9am to 
10pm.

CJSN is able to provide personal 
support to victims, witnesses 
and defendants who have an 
intellectual disability in police 
stations, at court and during legal 

appointments.

CJSN could not operate without 
their valued volunteer support 
workers. These volunteers are 
comprehensively trained in how 
the court and police system work 
and how to help a person with an 
intellectual disability understand 
what is happening.

For further information, and to 
volunteer, on the Criminal Justice 
Support Network contact 9318 
0144 or visit www.idrs.org.au.

Social Media Poses Threat To People With Disabilities
People with intellectual 
disabilities are more susceptible to 
exploitation and abuse, and the 
rise of the Internet only increases 
their vulnerability. A first-of-its-
kind study by a Michigan State 
University scholar finds that adults 
with Williams syndrome -- who 
are extremely social and trusting 
-- use Facebook and other social 
networking sites frequently and 
are especially vulnerable to online 
victimization.

Roughly a third of study 
participants said they would 
send their photo to an unknown 
person, arrange to go to the home 
of a person they met online and 
keep online relationships from 
their parents.

Read more at www.science20.
com/news_articles/social_media_
poses_threat_to_people_with_
intellectual_disabilities-173039.

Apple Store Adds New Accessible  Section
Individuals with impairments can 
now find third party accessible 
accessories for Mac, iPad and 
iPhone devices to suit their specific 
needs under the newly launched 
‘Accessibility’ section on the online 
Apple Store.

The Apple Store products are 
broken up into three main sections 
categorising the accessories 

relating to certain types of 
disabilities: vision, physical and 
motor skills, and learning and 
literacy. This is an improvement 
that makes shopping for products 
easier, simpler and accessible for 
consumers with disabilities.  

To see the ‘Accessibility’ section go 
to www.apple.com/au/accessibility. 



Make Healthy Normal LEEUWIN OCEAN 
ADVENTURE 

FOUNDATION IS 
LOOKING FOR 

YOUNG PEOPLE

Attend an information session to 
see how you could receive up to 
$1000 to encourage and support 
healthy lifestyles at a personal 
and community level, and create 
environments that support 
healthier living. 

The information sessions will 
include; 

How your organisation can access 
the Make Healthy Normal funds 

Ideas for potential Make Healthy 
Normal project activities 

Help or advice to develop your 
idea and complete an application 

Healthy living ideas including 
healthy eating, getting active, 
reducing smoking

Illawarra information sessions

When - Wed 22 June, 1pm - 
2.30pm or Thurs 23 June, 10am 

- 11.30am 

www.trybooking.com/Booking/
BookingEventSummary.
aspx?eid=202113

Where - Illawarra Forum Training 
Room, 106B Industrial Road, Oak 
Flats

Shoalhaven information session

When - Mon 20 June, 10am - 
11.30am 

www.trybooking.com/Booking/
BookingEventSummary.
aspx?eid=202142 

Where - Anglicare, 47 West St 
Nowra 

Further information - Katherine 
van Weerdenburg, ISLHD Health 
Promotion Service, 4221 6756 
Christine Racar - Illawarra 
Forum 4256 4333 christine@
illawarraforum.org.au.

The Leeuwin is preparing to set 
sail later this year with a brand 
new crew of adventure-seeking 
youth aboard.

The Leeuwin Ocean Adventure 
Foundation is looking for 
24 young people living with 
physical, sensory or intellectual 
disability to sign up for the five-
day 2016 Ultimate Challenge 
this November. The organisation 
is also looking for 16 support 
trainees to join in while also 
providing support, care and 
assistance.

“We are pleased to announce 
Newman’s Own Foundation will 
be awarding 40 full scholarships, 
valued at $1350 each, to fund 
both trainees and carers for the 
2016 Ultimate Challenge Voyage” 
announced Leeuwin chief 
executive Anne Marie Archer.

To find out more about the 
scholarships, and to apply for 
them, go to www.sailleeuwin.
com/voyages/ultimate-challenge. 
Applications close on July 31.

Dress up in your finery or 
dress down to how you feel 
comfortable, as long as your outfit 
is pre-loved. 

Come along for a great night full 
of fun, food, fundraising auctions 
and entertainment by hit retro 
show band “Retrospective”

Theme - ‘Rags to Riches’

When – 6.30pm, Fri 12 August

Where - Fraternity Club, 11 Bourke 
Street, Fairy Meadow

Emcee - Fairlie Hamilton from 
i98fm

Cost - $125pp or table of 10 
$1000

3 course meal and drinks

Ticket sales and enquiries contact 
4286 6100 or email opshopball@
missionaustralia.com.au.

WEST DAPTO SENSORY ROOM
For the past few years a small group, led by Carly Pascoe from 
CareWays, have been working on getting a sensory room 
located at the West Dapto community centre. They have been 
successful in gaining some funding and are now looking at the 
final design of the room. 

Wollongong University are running 5 focus groups with people 
who care for someone who could benefit from the room. They 
may care for a child or adult with ASD, Intellectual Disability, 
Physical Disability, Dementia, Acquired Brain Injury, Mental 
Health Issues or any other condition that may benefit from the 
room! The aim of the focus groups is to determine exactly what 
resources and equipment carers would like to see in the room so 
the room will meet the needs of the community. 

If you are interested, and to get more information, contact 
Allison Cameron on 0466 800 656 or at acameron@uow.edu.
au. 

Mission Australia Ball



Sky’s The Limit Mini Olympics

Ables Nightclub
The party continues at Ables 
Nightclub or people of all 
abilities. As always we have 
lots of fun and prizes, as 
well as free pizza. For the 
next 2 months we are at The 
Grand Hotel, 234 Keira st 
Wollongong.

The Fri June 10 Ables Nightclub 
has the Vibratronic dancefllor, 
the dabce floor that moves 
to the beat. You can feel the 
music through the floor as it 
vibrates to the music. 

The Fri July 8 Ables is the 
Hollywood party. Time to get 
out the bling and dress up like 
a Hollywood movie star.

Keep up to date with Ables 

Free workshop for Carers 
Do you care for a family member or a friend who 
has a chronic or mental illness, disability or is frail 
aged? Come to a three day workshop and learn 
how to manage stress, meet other carers and find 
out about services that can help you.

When - 9.30am to 2.30pm, Tues 9, 16 and 23 
August

Where – Fraternity Club, 11 Bourke St, Fairy 
Meadow

Lunch provided

To register please phone the Wollongong Hospital 
Social Work Department on 4253 4501 or email 
evelyn.jelercic@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au.

Essential Employment and Training (EET) assists 
people with a disability to develop skills that will 
help them achieve their life goals, increase their 
independence and participate as valued and active 
members of the community.

Since 2008, EET has been hosting “Sky’s the Limit” 
Mini Olympics for people with disability at Beaton 
Park in Wollongong. Hundreds of participants 
from Metropolitan Sydney, the Illawarra region and 
beyond have gathered each year to experience the 
exhilaration and joy of competition in a variety of 
sporting activities –Just like the Olympics.

We would love to share this special day with you 
and welcome you all to our amazing event.

When:  10am to 2pm,  27th October 2016

Where: Beaton Park Leisure Centre

Contact:  Alan Jones on 0418 668 060 or Tina                                                        
Trucido on 4227 3111

PLANNING FOR THE 
FUTURE

Legal arrangements you need 
to know about for carers and 
their families

Are you worried about what 
will happen to your loves ones 
when you are no longer able 
to care for them? Do you know 
where to get advice and / or 
information? ARAFMI Illawarra 
and Legal Aid NSW will be 
hosting a free legal workshop.

This free 2 hour session 
facilitated by Lawyer, Michael 
Sergent is on areas around 
Planning Ahead for carers and 
their family members. Topics 
covered will include Power 
of Attorney, Wills, Enduring 
Guardianship, Elder financial 
abuse. 

Where - South Coast Private 
Hospital, 112 Burelli Street, 
Wollongong 

When - 6.30pm, Thurs 16 June

For more information please 
contact 4254 1699.

Stepping Stones Triple P
Does your child have a 
disability? Is this you? Most of 
the time, you know you are 
doing a good job with parenting. 
But there are times when things 
get a little tricky. If this sounds 
like you, then a Stepping Stones 
Triple P seminar may be right for 
you.

As part of the Stepping Stones 
Triple P Project, Para Meadows 
School invites all parents of 
children with a disability aged 
2 to 12 to attend the following 
FREE parenting seminar series:

Seminar 1: Positive Parenting 
for Children with a Disability on 
Thursday the 9 of June, 9:30am 

- 11am or 4pm - 5:30pm

Seminar 2: Helping your Child 
reach their Potential on Thursday 
the 16 of June, 9:30am—11am or 
4pm - 5:30pm

Seminar 3: Changing Problem 
Behaviour into Positive 
Behaviour on Thursday the 23 
of June, 9:30am-11am or 4pm - 
5:30pm

Where - Para Meadows School, 
56 Porter St, North Wollongong

RSVP - please phone:  
9114 4060 or email fhs.
Steppingstones@sydney.edu.au.

at www.facebook.com/
AblesWollongong including 
photos and videos from previous 
parties.

Mission Australia Ball



Are We There Yet 
Conference

Flagstaff Group is proud to 
be celebrating its 50th year 
anniversary, having been 
established in 1966! As part 
of the celebrations, Flagstaff 
are having 2 FREE community 
Open Days at both our 
Unanderra and Nowra sites. 

Come along and help 
celebrate this wonderful 
occasion and join them for 
speeches, refreshments and 
tours of the facilities. A great 
opportunity to meet the 
fantastic team and have a 
tour of their operations to see 
how they employ over 280 
people with disabilities. 

Unanderra Open Day – 254 
Nolan Street Unanderra 12pm 
– 3pm. Tours start at 2pm.

Nowra Open Day – 102 Pitt 
Street North Nowra 10am - 
12pm. Tours start at 11am.

RSVP – neel@flagstaffgroup.
com.au.

Flagstaff  Celebrates 
Turning 50

Death, Dying and 
Boundaries

This program provides participants 
with the skills to feel more 
comfortable with talking about 
death. It covers;̀

Why it is difficult to talk about 
death and dying, 

How to effectively talk about 
death and dying with clients and 
their family, 

Grief and how to communicate 
more effectively, 

Dealing with negative emotions 
and professional boundaries

Facilitator: Gerald Haslinger 
Provisional Psychologist & Mental 
Health Educator 

When - 12pm to 4pm, Thurs 16 
June (lunch provided) 

To book - www.trybooking.com/
Booking/BookingEventSummary.
aspx?eid=181531

Where -  Illawarra Forum, 106B 
Industrial Rd, Oak Flats 

ASPECT ANNUAL 
GALA DINNER

Join friends and supporters of 
our local Aspect South Coast 
School to help us celebrate 
Aspect South Coast School’s 
30th Birthday.

Price includes gourmet three 
course meal with wine, beer 
and soft drinks. Entertainment 
includes a live band, auctions 
and balloon prizes. Join Special 
Guests Tim Sharp, Laser Beak 
Man and Judy Sharp, author “A 
Double Shot of Happiness”.

When -  7.30pm, Saturday 10 
September

Where - Novotel Northbeach, 
Cliff Road, Wollongong

Cost: $130 pp

Dress - Semi formal, wear 
something colourful. Help us to 
celebrate a different brilliant.

To purchase tickets online go 
to www.autismspectrum.org.
au/scsgala. For enquires email 
southcoast@autismspectrum.org.
au.

Youth Mental Health 
First Aid

Wesley LifeForce will be 
conducting a free two day Youth 
Mental Health First Aid Workshop.

Where - Wesley Institute, 269 
Crown St, Wollongong

When - 9am to 5pm, Mon 20 
June and Tues 21 June

The Youth Mental Health First Aid 
Course is for adults working or 
living with adolescents, those aged 
between approximately 12 and 18 
years. 

To register go to www.
eventbrite.com.au/e/wl-3142-
youth-mental-health-first-aid-
2-day-course-wollongong-nsw-
tickets-25664143143.

A Conference for Disability 
Service Providers in NSW offering 
practical tools to get your 
organisation through the NDIS. 

Featuring; 

The Hon, John Ajaka, MLC, 
Minister for Disability Services

Steve Kinmond, Deputy 
Ombudsman & Community and 
disability Services Commissioner

First-hand experiences with the 
NDIS

Where – The Sage Hotel, 60-62 
Harper St, Wollongong

When – Thurs 16 and Fri 17 June

Cost – Full two day registration 
and dinner $400, one day 
registration $200

For more information email 
admin@flintwood.org.au or phone 
Flintwood Disability Services on 
9630 1777.

Family Fun Festival
Care & Share for Autism is hosting 
a Family Fun Festival event for 
the whole family to enjoy on 
Friday 1 July.

Adults, teens and children who 
are on the spectrum and all 
of their family and friends are 
welcome. 

It will be a “relaxed event” with 
sensory and environmental 
considerations to support people 
on the autism spectrum. 

There will be a DJ, dance floor, 
photo booth, ice-cream cart, chill 
out zone, big screen movie zone, 
jumping castle, face painting and 
more; so much fun for everyone! 

When - 5.30pm, Fri Jul 1

Where - City Beach Function 
Centre, 1 Marine Drive, 
Wollongong

Cost – Children / students $10, 
Adults $15 

Buy tickets here www.eventbrite.
com/e/family-fun-festival-
tickets-25404535650.



When - 5pm on Sat 18 of June 

Our Community Project (formerly Port Kembla 
Community Project) is hosting its 6th Annual 
Community Dinner at the Port Kembla Community 
Centre Hall.

We are gathering to raise funds for local projects that 
our community would like to make happen.  

Relish a scrumptious 3-course meal cooked with love 
Listen to wonderful local artists and win a treasure 
trove of goodies at our Art Auction or lucky door 
prizes.

Cost - Tickets waged $35 / unwaged $20 / school aged 
children $7.

Contact - Tina at the centre on 4276 3433 or at 
admin@ourcommunityproject.org.au.

Broadway Gala Night
Wests Illawarra presents The Best 
of Broadway Gala Night for The 
Disability Trust. 

This year the theme is based on 
Broadway musicals and is sure 
to be another enjoyable night 
whilst raising funds to support The 

Disability Trust’s children’s programs in the Illawarra. 
Funds raised go to Kids FUnd and Sporting and 
Receration programs at The Disability Trust.

When – 6pm, Sat 16 July

Dress – Black tie / formal

Tickets can be purchased from www.
wollongongtickets.com.au/event/2468. For more 
information please email galanight@disabilitytrust.
org.au or 4255 8000.

GATEWAY GROOVE

Have you danced at the 
Gateway Groove yet?

Gateway Groove Wollongong

On the second Wed of each 
month, 10.30am to 12pm at 
Warilla Bowls and Recreation 
Club.

Gateway Groove Nowra

On the third Thursday of the 
month, 10.30am to 12pm on 
Thurs 16 June at Bomaderry 
Bowling Club. Entry Free and 
live music from Jody Yates. 

Aboriginal Cultural Awareness 
Are you a Coordinator, Worker, Volunteer working 
with older people and / or people with a disability? 
With this training you will gain an understanding 
of practical tips and information to apply within 
your workplace. It includes Yarning circle – local 
Aboriginal people sharing their stories; Aboriginal 
milestones in history; Impact of laws / government 
policies on Aboriginal people; Cultural changes / 
achievements and; Aboriginal cultural protocols.

Facilitator: Julie Moore - Koorimunication

When - 9:30am – 12:30 pm on Thurs 16 June

Where - Committee Meeting Room, Nowra 
Showground, West Street, Nowra.

*A $50 cancellation fee will be charged if you or a 
replacement does not attend the session with no 
notification.

For further information contact Joni Braham on 
jbraham@illawarraforum.org.au or 4256 4333. 

Presented by Dr Steve Walker, 
Brief Therapy Solutions, one 
of Australia’s leading experts 
in working with children with 
challenging behaviours. Guest 
Presenter: Carmel Flavell, 
Community Links Wollondilly 
is Australia’s first certified Case 
Manager.

This is a two day training for 
Community Sector workers, 
teachers, childcare workers 
and allied health professionals 
who want to learn more about 
addressing the complexities with 
behavioural disorders, attachment 
issues and associated mental 
health issues in children, young 

people and their families. The 
focus will be on challenging 
behaviours including ADD, ADHD, 
ODD, OCD and attachment based 
challenges.

Cost: $435 per person, $410 (3 
or more people from the same 
workplace)

When - 9am to 4.30pm, Wed 22 
June & Thurs 23 June 2016

Where - Orange Room, 
Community Gateway, 26 Atchison 
Street, Wollongong NSW 2500

RSVP - Mon 20 June, bookings 
and payment: Community 
Gateway, phone 4226 3611.

Managing Challenging Behaviours Collaboratively

Winter Feast

Me and My Relationships
A free 12 week group program for carers. This is 
a group program that assists carers to overcome 
interpersonal problems and build stronger 
relationships with others (in particular the person 
they provide support to). Participants will learn a 
range of skills that can increase their capacity and 
live life in the way that they value.

The program is for anyone who experiences ongoing 
difficulties and distress related to their caring role, 
for example those experiencing strong emotions or 
using unhelpful coping strategies. You do not need 
to be a full-time carer.

Where - Northfields Clinic, University of 
Wollongong

When - Wed 1pm-2.30pm or 4pm-5.30pm, 
commencing 15 June 

For more information contact (prefer email)
meandmyrelationships@gmail.com or 4221 5605.



WE MUST DO MORE TO HELP PEOPLE WITH 
INTELLECTUAL IMPAIRMENTS STAY OUT OF PRISON

Laws and policies often perpetrate 
and deepen the disadvantage and 
exclusion of vulnerable groups, 
especially prisoners.

Here’s just one practical example. 
Last week I visited someone in 
the new Darwin Correctional 
Precinct, which is now the main 
jail in the top end of the Northern 
Territory. The jail is 28km out of 
town and there is no bus service. 
Most families with loved ones in 
jail there, especially Aborigines 
from outlying communities, 
cannot afford the A$70 one-way 
taxi fare. Many prisoners just don’t 
receive visitors anymore.

Such isolation impacts particularly 
on people with cognitive 
impairment who are found 
unfit to plead – but who have 
been indefinitely detained. The 
legislative context and service 
settings in the Northern Territory 
present particular challenges. 
This jurisdiction offers the most 
obvious case for legal reform.

In 2014 the Australian Human 
Rights Commission highlighted 
the experiences of four Aboriginal 
men with disabilities in the NT 
who were deemed unfit to plead 
and detained in a correctional 
facility.

One of the men spent more than 
four and a half years detained in 
prison before being transferred 
to a secure care facility. If he had 
been found guilty of the offence 
he was charged with he would 

have spent around a year in 
prison.

The lack of screening and 
diagnostic tools means there is 
no definitive data on the total 
number of people with cognitive 
impairment in the criminal justice 
system. Nevertheless, expert 
opinion and estimates suggest 
this group is significantly over-
represented compared with the 
general population.

People with cognitive impairment 
in the justice system often come 
from communities of entrenched 
disadvantage. A series of research 
studies commissioned by Jesuit 
Social Services and Catholic Social 
Services Australia shows a high 
proportion of crime comes from a 
small number of localities. These 
communities are characterised 
by entrenched and overlapping 
disadvantage across a range of 
indicators.

In the latest Dropping off the 
Edge 2015 report, high rates 
of disability and mental health 
issues coincide with high rates 
of crime and prison admissions. 
The web of disadvantage in the 
most disadvantaged communities 
is characterised by high rates 
of domestic violence, child 
maltreatment, low levels of 
educational attainment, and long-
term unemployment.

People with cognitive and 
psychiatric impairments are 
at high risk of re-entering the 

justice system without receiving 
the crucial support they need, 
including assistance to reduce 
offending. This issue has a 
disproportionate impact on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people given they are 
over-represented in both the 
criminal justice system and among 
people with disabilities.

The criminal justice system does 
not easily adapt and respond to 
the complex and varied needs 
of people with cognitive and 
psychiatric impairment. There 
is a serious lack of specialised 
screening and assessment tools, 
little access to appropriate 
therapeutic support services, 
inflexible and inadequate 
legislative schemes, and a lack 
of appropriate and rehabilitative 
diversion options.

Often people with cognitive 
impairment experience even 
harsher punishments because 
the justice system does not cater 
for their disability, or because 
the disability is not identified, 
or because it is mistaken for 
disobedience. People with 
cognitive impairment should have 
equality before the law and not 
be discriminated against by a 
system that fails to identify their 
support needs.

For more of this article go to 
www.theconversation.com/we-
must-do-more-to-help-people-
with-intellectual-impairments-
stay-out-of-prison-59821. 

Nominations now open for the 2016 National Disability Awards
Help celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the National 
Disability Awards! Recognise 
the outstanding achievements 
of individuals, teams and 
organisations that have improved 
the lives of Australians with 
disability by nominating them 
for the 2016 National Disability 
Awards.

In past years winners came from 
a range of sectors including 
manufacturing, education, 
health, sport, government and 

the not-for-profit sector.

Do you know of an individual, 
organisation or programme 
who deserves to be recognised 
in one of the following eight 
categories Lesley Hall Leadership 
Award; Employer of the Year 
Award; Excellence in Community 
Partnerships; Excellence in 
Inclusive Community Design; 
Excellence in Inclusive 
Service Delivery; Excellence 
in Technology; Excellence in 
Education and Training and; 

Excellence in Justice and Rights 
Protection.

Nominations for the eight award 
categories close on 30 June. 
Winners will be announced 
at a special awards ceremony 
at Parliament House on 7 
November 2016. 

Go to www.idpwd.com.au/
awards/awards-guidelines-and-
nomination-form for more info.



How the NDIS is Disrupting the Culture of Largesse in NFPs
Not for Profits with head offices 
not based in the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme trial 
sites will tell you they’re ready 
for a 1 July start up, but disability 
consultant Natasha Hudson is not 
convinced.

On the eve of the NDIS roll-out, 
beyond the trial sites, we have 
yet to see the full impact of 
this major social change on the 
disability sector

The change is by no means an 
easy feat. Not for Profits have a 
huge task in front of them. The 
transition from block funding to 
a user-pays model is as much 
cultural as it is operational.

Speculators will tell you that the 
larger for-profit organisations 
are waiting for the sector to 
settle before moving in. Smaller 
organisations are merging 
with bigger ones. Boutique 
organisations are coming into 
their own. Larger organisations 
are either cutting programs and 
refocusing their efforts or are 

looking to corner the market.

The tyranny of distance

I am most concerned for NFPs 
with head offices not based 
in trial sites. They will tell you 
they’re ready… but I’m not 
convinced.

Head offices outside of trial sites 
seem out of touch with what is 
happening on the ground. They 
are blinded to the realities of 
delivering services in a market 
environment.

These organisations are 
simultaneously running two 
business models: block funding 
and user pays. The problem 
for these organisations is that 
the block funding mentality 
persists over attempts for lean 
and agile models. Where trial 
sites are attempting change, 
head office is stifling their efforts 
and charging exorbitant shared 
service administration fees for the 
privilege.

Stealing from Peter to pay Paul

The history of the government 
contracts appears to have 
indoctrinated a habit in the 
sector where funding from one 
area of the organisation props up 
others. Accountability measures 
(as they were) also created the 
environment for NFPs to become 
accustom to paying scant regard 
for demonstrating value for 
money or measurable outcomes.

As a result, NFPs are behaving 
more like governments that apply 
largesse rather than organisations 
relying on the delivery of quality 
services efficiently to make ends 
meet.

In the NDIS world order, largesse 
will no longer be possible (let 
alone acceptable)

But I don’t reckon head office has 
realised this yet.

For the rest of the article by 
Natasha Hudson a consultant who 
works in the Newcastle area, go 
to www.probonoaustralia.com.au/
news/2016/06/ndis-disrupting-
culture-largesse-nfps.

* 

NDIS ‘FIRST PLAN’
From July 2016, the NDIA will 
implement a streamlined planning 
process to assist with bringing 
a large number of people into 
the NDIS. The guided planning 
process (called First Plan) will 
enable rapid entry to the Scheme, 
with planners using set questions 
and allocating individual budgets 
using reference packages as 
benchmarks. Some participants 
will be interviewed by telephone; 
some will need a face-to-face 
interview with support. The First 
Plan approach favours continuity 
of support in the participant’s first 
year.

The National Disability Insurance 
Agency (NDIA) is working with the 
University of Technology, Sydney 
(UTS) to undertake a feasibility 
study on Assistive Technology 
Innovation Hubs.

Assistive Technology (AT) is a 
device or computer system that 
provides people with practical 
solutions to everyday life activities. 
It promotes greater independence 
and safety by helping people 

to perform tasks that they had 
difficulty with or were unable to do 
on their own. Examples include: 
audio description for movies, 
adaptive controls for video games, 
speech generating devices, large 
print screens and hearing aids.

The NDIA/UTS study aims to 
identify ways that innovation in 
AT can be fostered in Australia 
through the NDIS to help improve 
the lives of people with disability.

As part of this, UTS want to meet 
with NDIS participants and hear 
their views generally on AT, what 
innovation they would like to see 
in AT, and what people think about 
some of the ideas and suggestions 
proposed by the study group.

The NSW Workshop is on Tuesday 
14 June, for more information 
go to www.ndis.gov.au/event/
innovation-hub-workshops. 

NDIS Assistive Technology workshops

Empowering People with Disability
Ombudsman Project - last Year, 
the NSW Ombudsman was 
engaged by FACS to deliver a 
project that promotes the rights 
of people with disability in the 
lead-up to the full roll out of 
the NDIS. The Ombudsman will 
initially focus on people with 
high support needs and people in 
institutions.

The NSW Ombudsman knows 
that people with disability often 
have difficulty in recognising 
and pursuing their rights. As part 
of the transition to the NDIS, 
they are keen to ensure that 

appropriate support is provided 
to people with disability to help 
them to be able to identify when 
things are not right and where 
they can turn for help.

A Joint Advisory Committee 
will be formed to guide the 
work of The Project. It will have 
representation from people with 
disability, carers and advocates, 
and representatives from the 
Disability Council of NSW, 
National Disability Services 
(NDS), FACS and the National 
Disability Insurance Agency 
(NDIA). 



NDIS Update

The NDIS will start at different 
times in different areas around 
NSW. There is an excellent fact 
sheet available on the NSW NDIS 
rollout at http://ndis.nsw.gov.au/
wp-content/uploads/2015/08/
GUIDE-What-you-need-to-know-
about-the-NDIS-rollout-in-NSW.
pdf. 

It sets out the different timelines 
for each area and the process for 
people with disabilities to access 
the NDIS.

If you have any questions about 
the NDIS, or accessing the NDIS, 
contact DIAL, a free information 
service on 4295 9805.

For more information on the NDIS 
go to the official NDIS webpage 
at www.ndis.gov.au or the NSW 
NDIS webpage at www.ndis.gov.
au/about-us/our-sites/nsw.

Clinton Gains Independence
For many people with disability 
and their families and carers, 
the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS) is simply a 
chance for an ordinary life.

For Clinton and his family, who 
live in the Perth Hills in Western 
Australia, the NDIS has delivered 
exactly that.

Clinton, 17, has autism and 
was recently toilet trained with 
the help of a psychologist and 
support workers as part of his 
individualised NDIS plan. All 
previous attempts had failed 
and his parents Paula and Haydn 
were under great stress.

Paula said the training — 
which involved working with a 
psychologist for one week and 
taking Clinton out of school for a 

short time to ensure he did not 
revert to old habits — had taken 
its toll on her health but the 
outcome was worth it.

“Clinton is now toilet trained at 
home and school, when visiting 
family and in the community,” 
Paula said.

“It has made our lives much 
easier and has made a difference 
to the family unit socially. I 
am delighted, it is a big burden 
lifted off our shoulders,” she 
said.

Paula and Haydn tried to toilet 
train Clinton many times over 
the years.

“We were doing it on our own 
and never had experts come into 
the house. We aren’t trained in 

that field and I think we were 
not doing it right and were 
struggling,” she said.

“The NDIS was very good 
actually. It was excellent.”

Clinton’s NDIS plan also includes 
funding for a support worker to 
help Clinton get ready for school 
in the morning and teach him 
basic life skills such as dressing 
and undressing. Progress is slow 
and Paula said she does not 
know what the future holds for 
Clinton.

“He may not be able to work. 
It is very hard, I do not know 
where to put him,” Paula 
said. “However, with Clinton 
now toilet trained a lot more 
opportunities will be available to 
him in future.”

Accessing the NDIS

NDIS CONTINUES TO GROW
Close to 25,000 Australians with 
disability are now receiving the 
supports they need to live more 
independent lives, according to 
the latest quarterly report from 
the National Disability Insurance 
Agency (NDIA). 

The report January to March 
2016 Quarter, released in May, 
shows the Scheme remains on 
time and on budget. NDIA Chief 
Executive Officer, David Bowen 
said with less than two months 
until the NDIS begins to be 
rolled out across the country, 
the report showed the Scheme 
was well placed to welcome new 
participants from 1 July.

Some finding from the report 
include:

• The cost of the average 
package (excluding residents of 
large institutions) is approximately 
$36,000

• The top support category is 
assistence with daily life at home, 
in the community, education 

and at work (including supported 
independent living).

• There has been $1.96 billion 
invested in the 24,866 people 
with approved NDIS plans across 
Australia.

• Most common primary 
diagnosis - Autism and related 
disorders

• Plans approved within 90 days 
of access request - 48% (Hunter), 
74% (Nepean Blue Mountains)

• Self managed plans - 2% 
(Hunter), 12% (Nepean Blue 
Mountains)

• Ineligible applicants - 9.8% 
(Hunter), 3.6% (Nepean Blue 
Mountains)

• Participant / family / carer 
satisfaction with NDIS - 99% 
(NSW overall)

The full report is available at 
www.ndis.gov.au/about-us/
information-publications-and-
reports/quarterly-reports.



NDIS Essential Briefi ng

More funding to help families 
get NDIS ready

NDIS 2016 / 17 Price 
Guide

The NDIS will transform access 
to affordable, stable and suitable 
housing for Australians with 
disability. 

The NDIS interviewed people at 
the Housing Innovation Showcase 
in April and challenged them to 
share their top tips on getting 
NDIS ready! See the video at 
www.ndis.gov.au/may-2016-
enewsletter#video.

The NDIA has published its 
2016/17 Price Guide, which will 
take effect on 1 July 2016. The 
decisions in the 2016/17 Price 
Guide have been informed by 
significant input from market 
stakeholders through regional 
forums, targeted workshops, 
individual discussions and 
responses to discussion papers. 
Get a copy from www.ndis.
gov.au/providers/pricing-and-
payment. 

Ask Your Local Politician to 
take the NDIS Pledge

To support the transition to the 
National Disability IThis federal 
election Every Australian Counts is 
asking all our local candidates to 
sign our pledge to make the NDIS 
the best it can be when it is rolled 
out across Australia from next 
month.

We need to make sure it’s a full 
national scheme that works for the people it is 
designed to support. It needs to be the NDIS Every 
Australian Counts supporters campaigned for, and 
the one all our political parties promised.

Here’s the Pledge - “I support Australians with 
disability and their families. I want the NDIS to be a 
world class system of disability support. That is why 
I pledge my commitment to making the NDIS the 
best it can be.”

Go to www.everyaustraliancounts.com.au/
candidates and enter your postcode and name 
and Every Australian Counts we will ask your 
local candidate to download the pledge, sign it, 
photograph themselves and send it to us.

We’ll upload every pledge to our Every Australian 
Counts Election Gallery so we can show voters 
which of their candidates are supporting people 
with disability this election.

NSW Minister for Disability Services John Ajaka has 
announced an additional $3 million to help families 
prepare for the NDIS. The funding will enable My 
Choice Matters, the NSW Consumer Development 
Fund, to continue delivering workshops, resources 
and e-Learning tools until June 2018. 

My Choice Matters, was created in 2012 and is 
administered by the NSW Council for Intellectual 
Disability. It helps people with disability and their 
families prepare for and participate in the NDIS 
through workshops, resources and e-learning tools, 
like My Learning Matters. 

For more information about My Choice Matters, go 
to www.mychoicematters.org.au or call 1800 144 
653.

NDIS Ready Webpage 
and Toolkit - Now 

Available
‘NDIS Ready’ is a community 
awareness raising project aimed at 
preparing people with disability, 
their families and carers, providers 
and the community for the roll out 
of the NDIS from 1 July 2016. It 
also celebrates the successes of the 
NDIS to date and creates a space 
for people to publicly express their 
support for the NDIS. 

This new webpage contains 
information on the simple steps 
people and providers can take 
to get ready for the NDIS and 
a range of new NDIS resources 
and videos, including the NDIS 
Ready Communications Toolkit. 
This toolkit is intended to provide 
individuals and organisations, 
including providers and community 
organisations, with communication 
materials that can help spread the 
word about the NDIS.

The webpage is at www.ndis.gov.
au/ndis-ready.

Watch the latest 
NDIS video

National Disability Services (NDS) 
are holding their highly popular 
“NDIS Essential Briefing” series 
again this year. 

The 2016 Briefing series will 
have two sections. The morning 
will be focussed on the national 
policy environment, the need-
to-know facts and data for 
your organisation. It will feature 
quick-fire updates on pricing, 
housing, transfer of business, 

LACs, workforce, the Modern 
Award, quality and safeguards 
and more. In the afternoon you 
will be looking at the operational 
challenges you are facing.

Demand will be high so make sure 
you register early to secure your 
place.

For more information contact 
Alyssa Mason on alyssa.mason@
nds.org.au or 9256 3133.

NDIS Ad Campaign Scrapped
Disability advocates fear that information about 
the NDIS will not reach thousands of potential 
participants after the federal government dumped 
its ad campaign six weeks before its introduction. 
The government scrapped the $14 million 
advertising campaign as part of a $66.7 million 
federal budget measure, diverting the money to 
the NDIS savings fund. Read more at www.smh.
com.au/national/ndis-ad-campaign-for-22-billion-
disability-reform-scrapped-ahead-of-launch-
20160509-goqep5.html



For Your Calendar…
Bowel Cancer Awareness Month – June 

Bowel cancer is the second most common 
type of newly diagnosed cancer in Australia 
affecting both men and women almost 
equally. Bowel Cancer Awareness Week 
has a positive message – saving lives 
through early detection – as bowel cancer 
is one of the most curable types of cancer 
if found early. Contact 9923 8269 or www.
bowelcanceraustralia.org.

National Cancer Survivors Day 5 June

On this day people around the world come 
together to recognize the cancer survivors 
in their community, to raise awareness of 
the challenges these survivors face, and, 
most importantly, to celebrate life. More 
information on www.ncsd.org. 

World Environmental Day - 5 June

World Environment Day was established in 
1972 to stimulate worldwide awareness of 
the environment and encourage political 
attention and action. It is celebrated 
annually on 5 June. Contact 8267 4236 or 
www.unitingjustice.org.au/environment.

Men’s Health Week – 13 to 19 June

The aim of this week is to improve the 
commitment to better health. Events 
that local communities are running will 
engage men and boys in better health and 
wellbeing. More information on www.
menshealthweek.org.au or phone 4570 
1220.

Crazy Hair Day for Cystic Fibrosis - 17 June

This is a great way for schools to have 
fun while raising awareness and money 
for kids living with CF. There are lots 
of fun activities for teachers to use in 
their classrooms to give students an 
understanding of what living with this 
disease is all about. Contact 9878 2075, 
website is www.cysticfibrosis.org.au/nsw. 

Refugee Week - 19 to 25 June

Refugee Week is Australia’s peak annual 
activity to inform the public about refugees 
and celebrate positive contributions made 
by refugees to Australian society. There are 
many events to take part in. Phone Refugee 

Council of Australia on 9211 9333 or www.
refugeeweek.org.au for more information.

Global Motor Neurone Awareness Day – 21 
June 

MND affects approximately 1400 people in 
Australia and thousands more - their carers, 
families and friends - live daily with its 
impact. On average every day in Australia 
at least one person dies from MND and 
another is diagnosed. Contact 1800 777 175 
or www.mndaust.asn.au.

Deafblind Awareness Week - 26 June to 2 
July

This week focuses on increasing public 
awareness and understanding of deaf-
blindness. According to the Helen Keller 
National Centre about 70,000 people have 
hearing and vision loss. Contact www.
helenkeller.org/hknc/dbaw or 9882 8596 to 
help raise awareness. 

Red Nose Day - 24 June

Red nose day is the National Fundraising 
event for SIDS and Kids held throughout 
the month of June. Red Nose Day provided 
critical funding for a 24 hour bereavement 
support service, community education 
to reduce the incidents of SIDS and fatal 
sleeping accidents and research into areas 
such as SIDS and stillbirth. Contact 1300 
173 366 or www.rednoseday.com.au.

World Scleroderma Day - 29 June

Scleroderma Australia hope to raise 
awareness of Scleroderma and the 
effects it has on those who have 
the illness. Scleroderma, or systemic 
sclerosis, is a chronic connective tissue 
disease generally classified as one of 
the autoimmune rheumatic diseases. 
The cause of scleroderma is unknown. 
For more information go to www.
sclerodermaaustralia.com.au or phone 9990 
5159.

NAIDOC Week - 3 to 10 July

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held 
across Australia to celebrate the history, 
culture and achievements of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. To find 
out more contact your nearest Indigenous 
Co-ordination Centre on 1800 079 098 or 
www.naidoc.org.au.


